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trict have encouraged such a writing to aid in the celebration of the 
25th anniversary, to be held at the next Annual District Council in the 
Spring of 1960. 
A history of the MOntana District will aid the ministers of the 
District to become better acquainted tdth the District. A history will 
also aid in gaining perspective. Through historical study one can 
evaluate the work of the past and determine emphases and objectives for 
the future. 
c. Limitations of the Study 
The material for this thesis was gained, largely, by individual 
reports. Some of the reoorts were given r.>artly from memory. Some of 
the reports were brief but contained vital information. Very few of 
the local churches have kept historical records and most of the histor-
ical information was gainer! from the mim1tes of business meetings. After 
three ~,q.,peals from the writer some of the churches and ministers did not 
return the informAtion. Information for these churches and ministers 
will be gained, if possible, from the Yearbooks of the MJntana District 
Council of ~ 1\ssemblies .2.f God. The biographies of the ministers \oflll 
be limited to the imoortant early leaders, former District Superinten-
dents, and those ministers l>rho are actively engaged in the District at 
the present time. Approximately 3SS Ordained and Licensed ministers 
have been listed in the Minister's Roster since the organization of the 
District. It •~uld be imuractical, because of the lack of time, space, 
and addresses, to try to include the biographies of every minister wl~ 
has ministered in this State. 
D. l\1ethod of Procedure 
Questionaire. The questionaire was used to a large extent in 
this thesis to gain information concerning the early organization, 
churches, and ministers of the f~ntana District. Questionaires were 
sent out nine months before the actual writing was started. The writer 
felt that this would give ample time for answering and returning. 
Letters. Letters -vrere used to gain information from early lea-
ders and the two Districts to which the Yontana District at one time 
belonged. 
Annual r.finutes of the 'Montana District Councils. The !$,inutes 
--
were used largely to furnish infonnation for Chapter Four. They were 
also used for Chanter Three ,qhere information could not be received from 
the local churches and ministers. The writer had access to all the 
minutes of. the District Council ldth the exception of the 1947 Council. 
There was, however, sufficient evidence from the reports of the local 
churches and individuals to substantiate the 1947 Council. 
E. Definition of Terms 
General Council. The General Council is the largest administra-
tive body of the Assemblies of God and acts on the national level. It 
has no authority over the Districts and can only suggest, recommend, and 
advise. The General Council meets every two years. 
District Council. The District Councils are in cooperative fellow-
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CHAPTER TII/0 
BRIEF HISTORY OF THE ASSEMBLIES OF GOD 
CHAPTER Th10 
BRI ~ F' HIS1'0RY ;. F 'l'HE ASSJ1;~iBLIES OF GJD 
The General Council of the Assemblies of God was organized at the 
First General Council held at fbt Spring, Ar kansas, April 2 to 12, 1914. 
The organization of this movement ••tas the result of a special outpour-
ing o f the Holy Spirit, with the evidence of that outpouring by enabling 
those ~mo received Him, to s peak in other tongues. This special out-
pouring was experienced by many groups thr ughout the ~urld. 
A. Early Outpourings of the Holy Spirit 
The Holy Spirit is recorded to have visited in this manner in 
~ew En@').and in 1854; in the Cumberland mountains in 1877; the Hol y Spirit 
fell on Jethro Walthal, an Arkansas HOl i ness preacher also, in 1877; and 
on Daniel A'.vrey in Dela"~>rt~re, Ohio, in 1890. 1 In 1906 the Holy Spirit 
eame UJ'X'n the Azusa Street t-1ission, Los Angeles, California , through the 
efforts of 1-.frs. Ha.chel Sizelove who took the revival spirit to Spring-
Held, Missouri. 2 Other persons who helped in the Azusa Street !"fission 
\.vere F.J.der c. H. t·fu.son and pastor 1tJllliam Durham of the Ol d North !\venue 
t.fission in Chicago , Illinois) 
1Publications Depa rtment, Early History of the Assemblies of God, 
(Springfield:. Gospel Publishing House, 1959), p. 5. 
2Ibid, p. 5. 3Ibid, P• 5 • . 
9 
The Assemblies of G::Jd, as a denomin:,ttion, owes its beginning to 
an outpouring of the Holy Spirit up-on a group of Christians in Topeka, 
Kansas in 1901. Ab:mt forty peo ple gathered to for m a small Bible School 
in order t h:J.t they might pr ay and search the Scriptures relative to 
speaking in other tongues. 1 Although speaking in other tongues had been 
recorded in the Bible and in history, they felt it.should \)e the norm 
for Christianity today. 2 One of the rooms ~~m.s used as a. prayer room, 
called. the prayer to>·Tef.'. The students prayed in this room in three-hour 
periods . Mrs. N. o. La.Brege, formerly VJ.ss Agnes .N. Ozman, vJas the first 
to receive, among others, the evidence of the Holy Spirit by s eaking in 
other tongues. Students from this revival spread to all parts of the 
world.3 
B. The Early Major General Councils 
1. First General .Council 
Because of t he r apid spread of the Pentecost al message many Pente-
costal independent groups originated. These groups were known as t.he 
!' Pentecosta l Movementn. There was , however, much di fference f o pinion 
anrl o f doctrine .-~dthin the ~bvement. There was, therefore, a grea t need 
for a set of standar ds nd statement ·~f faith:. 
l!rwin, ltlinehouse, The Assemblies 2f God, ( New York: Vantage 
r ess, 1959), p. 22. 
2Ibid, n. 2i. 
3stanley H. Frodsham, ~·nth Si P,ns Follol>Jing, (Springfield: The 
Gospel Publishing House, 1946~. 19. 
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50. 
of Salvation from sin and the power of the Pnly Spirit to renew lives. 
Thousands of people, who did not find hope in the world, turned to this 
doctrine of heart-felt religion. 1 During this time the Assemblies of God 
membership grew to 120,000. Between the years of 1923 and 1933 six 
hundred new Sunday Schools were started. In 1936 the nationwide radio 
program, known as '*Revival-time", was started. 2 
During vlorld II the Assemblies of God m'Jved on. Reveille, 
a Gospel paper for service men, was issued in 1941. In the year of 1943 
the circulation rose to 2601 000 copies. The Ev~~gel rose to a circula-
tion of 100,000 during the years between 1941 and 1945. In 1945 the 
ll.ssemblies of (',ad had 538 foreign missionaries. Bet\·Teen the years of 
1941 and 1951 the membership of the Assemblies of Cbd 3 to 318,478. 
The decade of the 1950's was another period of growth for the 
~ssemblies of God. It was in this decade that the Men's Fellowship was 
Assemblies of C"10d a.s a national organization. At the Twenty-fifth Gen-
eral Council the fortieth anniversary was celebrated. It was found that 
the Assemblies of God had 6,400 churches and 7,641 Ordained ministers. 
The membership in 1954 was 370,118. The membership of the Assemblies of 
C",od rose to 505,552 in 1959 and the denomination listed 9,300 Ordained 
4 
ministers. The Sunday School enrollment rea.ehed 922,663 in 1959. The 
average local church membership was 62.3 in 1959. 
1 3 55. Ibid.' p. 51. Ibid., P• 
2 4
Ibid.' 197. Ibid., p. 52. P• 
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SECTIO~I tJNE 
A. Churches of Section One 
Bigfork Assembly 2.f .9:2.!!· The Assembly at Bigfork \!laS started in 
November of 1953 in an old abandoned school house. Sister Evelyn Peter-
son with the help of the Kalispel church started the work. The work, 
however, was slow in getting started but in May of 1954 the church had 
its flrst con"~Tert. 'rhe Bigfork Assembly steadily but slowly and 
in October of 1959 the new Church building was dedicated by the District 
Superintendent, Brother r~odman. Sister Evelyn Peterson is presently 
1 the pastor the Bigfork Assembly. 
ColQ~bia Falls Assemblz 2f God. The Col~~bia Falls church was 
started in September of 1955 in a large house purchased the District. 
The church was under the supervision of the Hung~J Horse church with 
'Rev. Hinton in charge. The church was organized in 1956; in 1957 ser-
vices were held in the basement of the new parsonage. The ~~in church 
building was started in 1959 and was dedicated January 1, 1960. Rev. 
Joe pastored the church from November 1956 to June 1959; and Rev. 
Joseph Kisser iS presently pastoring the church. The present member-
ship is 24 and the Sunday School enrollment 73. 2 
Eureka Assembl7 2f God Church. In the first church directory in-
eluded in the .!!!!: ~~ Eureka was listed as an affiliated church wUh the 
1Personal Corresoondence of Sister Evelyn °eterson, Kalispel, 
f,bntana, to the author January 12, 1960. 
2 
Personal Correspondence of Rev. Joseph J. Kisser, Columbia Falls, 
~bntana, to the author January 11, 1960. 
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1Yearbooks 2! !h! .:...;;.;..;.;;.;;;.;;= .;...;;;;.;;;..;;..;;;..,;;;:;..;-. Council, 1941 to 1959. 
of Hinton, 
to the author, 
the church in order. On August 15, 1929 the Kalispell church received 
full recognition from the General Cotmcil of the Assemblies of G'0d. 
The first church building was completed in 1929 and additions 
were added in 1947 and 1954. 
The pastors who served the Kalispell church are as follows: 
James 'fi,q,smussen from 1916 to 1919; H.ev. Hoiland from 1919 to 1925; Rev. 
M. 14fcGinnis from 1926 to 1929; Alfred Scratch .from 1929 to 1929; J. ,J. 
Shackelford .from December, 1929 to 1932; Carl Gustafson, 1932 to 1933; 
Homer Rugwell, 1933 to 1934; A. E. Roebeck from 1934 to 1936; 1. 
Pot'l1esland from 1936 to 19.37; C'.eorge S. I<Oontz from 19.37 to 1939; George 
Baker from 1940 to • _, Harold Carlbloom from _ to 1943; Paul Jones 
from 1943 to 1950; ~'lesley Hurst from 1950 to 1952; 0. ~;;J. Klingsheim 
from 1953 to 1956; l:va.lter Buck from 1956 to 195$. G. J. l'.fandigo is the 
oresent pastor. 
The present membership is $3 and the Sunday School enrollment is 
1 
100. 
Libby Assembly 2f ~ Church. The Assembly of C~d Church in Libby 
was sta:rt,ed in the sum.rn.er of 1936 by the v.""Ork of Rev. Fred Dalton and 
Richard Philp. '£he first services vfere conducted in a tent and after 
these first meetings the group had their ~rorship service in the American 
Legion Hnll. 'l'he first service held in the nel<T Log Church was on Sept em-
ber 1, 1940. The Church was organized in 1942. 
1 
Personal Correspondence of Guilford go, Kalispell, r~ntana, 
to the author, September, 1959. 
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t<lhitefish Assembl;r of God. This church was started in 1941 •dth 
the efforts of Rev. C. Cra.lfford in a store building on 2nd Street.. In 
1946 a building was obtained and the church was organized. In 1951 a 
new building was started and the members moved into the new building in 
January of 1952. The 'nas added to th0 chtlrch structure in 1955. 
0 astors V<Jho have served the church ~r.rere: Rev. Ora Devon; Rev. 
\.festley Fine; Rev. ¥!alter Strom; Rev. Roy K. Reed; at present, Rev. 
Roy ~liunger. 
The church mem.l:>ershiy> at the present time 30; the Su..nd~:ly School 
enrollJnent 74. Since 1950 65 persons who attended the church have 
away. However, the 
1 
at the orevious level. 
School average attendance has continued 
B. l~nisters of Section One 
Hitchell, Leon g. He is presently the District Presbyter of 
Section One. Leon was born on June 4, 1916 at Iliff, Colorado. His 
parents 't.Yere and Stella r,fitchell who \iere ministers of the Gospel. 
The boyhood of Reverend ~~itchell 'frras spent in Sterling. Colorado. I...eon 
married Charlotte Heiser in F:dgemont 1 South Dakota.. 
Reverend J,fitchell was licensed by the r~nta.na District in 19l;l~ 
and vf."l.S Ordained by the same District in 1946. Rev .. i~itchell 
concerning his call: 
1 Personal Correspondence of Hoy },funger, Vlhitefish, l,fonta.na, to 
the author, November 5, 1959. 
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ssee. Irene Kirschman of New t~orth 1935. 
,,as licensed t~' preach in in was 
Church of 1937. 
churches in the Church of ('~d denomination the and 
the Falls C~d church in 1959. 
Kisser six ehildren .. 1 
Mandi80, Guilford _;!.. He WH.s on 
·marek, ~hrth Dakota. His parents are Guilford and 
.are retired. He attended the Bismarck School; the Bible 
19h2 1943; rforth Central Institute in 
Institute, 
field, in 1945.. He was to Donna L. Dock of 4neta, 
N:Jrth Dakota on 30, 1946. 
rth 
1946 at 
the church at 1954 1959 
came to Kalispell, in Januar::r 1959. 
1Personal of J. J. Kisser, Colum.bia 
to the author 1 January 11, 1959. 
1 
the 
Institute, i'ras 
near shot do11m. He wa.s a 
0ctober 1944 to 
in the on 19, 
to 1955; 
to 1957; to 
at 
was 
Central District in 1943. 
in 1940; 191~3 to 1947; Fairfield 
2Personal Correspondence of A. H. i-1'iller, Libby, to the 
author, 13, 1959. 
1947 to to to 1957; and 
1 
on 
who came into the 
in 1958 and is presently 
the • Peterson 
rm.s born em 6, near 
was 
years ln the and 1945. 
tions. He 'ltms 
ehureh at 1952 
to 1953 and 
1Pe:rsonal Correspondence of Roy R. to 
the author, 5, 
!\all spell, 
to the 
PORTLAND CENTER LIBRARY 
in 1 
on 6, 1932 nt 
, 
to 
in 1956 
in 1958. 
• 
boy, age 1. 
1 
Correspondence of Rev. Steffensrud, Troy, 
author, October 21, 1959. 
near 
the 
2 and a 
A. Churches of Section Two 
in a building in 1932. in 1936 
a church 
started in 1947. ~ was in 1959. 
the church are tJ.s .follows: Rev., 
son and Richie were the 1932 to 1934; Rev. 
in 1934; Rev. from 1936 to 191~0; Rev .. Lane from 1940 to 1941; 
Rev. Close fr.:>m 1942 t., 1943; Jackson 1943 to 1946; Rev. 
from 1946 to 1949; Rev. Niehels 
is present pl:\stor. 
total - ... " ... ~·- of mel'!'lt>E~rs 
1 
ment is 150. 
1949 to 19)9. 
.36 the Sunday School 
Butte Assembly .2! .22.4 Church. The Butte Assembly 
Newby 
Church 
is located at 2055 Florence Avenue. Pastors who have served the church 
are as follows: Rev. Leo Hinton f:rom 1939 to 1947; Rev. Elmer 
194J! to 1954; 
1957 to 1959. 2 
from. 
1 Personal Correspondence of William Staton, 615 Third Street, 
Anaconda, the author, 21, 1959. 
2 Yearh~oks of ~ MOntana District Council, 1939 to 1959. 
were 
church were: 
Till, 
Street. 
vtho 
fr<:>m 1937 to 
1 Personal 
Butte, to 
Rev. 
1 
2 
Hall) in a 
the 
Arneson 
was 1939 by 
held in 
church. 
' 
and 
• • 
or on 
in 
church at 
1936 .. was 
1942 to 1944; L. 
' 730 St., 
to 1959. 
to o. s. 1946 to 1950; 
1950 to . 
' 
to 
1 
at 104 
Street, Dillon, was first in 
and • 
both 
of started in 1946 
the City Hall 1946 a school house was 
the 1947 
tion lias on the God 
with the 
follows: 
1943 to 1944; 1944 to 1945; Rev. 
1946 to 1950; Rev. 1951 to 1952; Clifford 
1954; and 
v .. has been pastori.ng the church since 2 
1953 to 19:57. church not 
Corresoondence 
20,. 1960. 
R. 
this church 
Deer l"bntana., , 
V. Dane, Dillon, 
the 
and 
were as 
1 
at 11th and 
in an old ~~ethodist church 
on this 
until 1951 a 
to 
to 1959. 
the use of a 
In an old trwern was down and rebuilt into a church. 
• R. the 
or 11th 
27, 1960 .. 
in 
Ministers who have served church were: Luther Powell, 
, Greipp, and c. 
of the church 94 the 
enrollment is 354. 
church 'Vra.s 
home of , 1949· 
an 1953 in 1957. A 
1955. 
who have this ehureh were: 
to 1951; Clayton 1951 to 1952; 
to 1953 to 1955; 
1955 to 1957. Carroll 'Peterson is the 2 pastor. 
the 
1949 
1952 
~ Church. This church located at Se-
oond , Superior, 
1953 by Bert Dick. services were held in an old 
of A. 600 Avenue, 
1'ifontana., to the author, October , 1959. 
Stevensville, 
40 
church started 
Bt1rt since is 
l 
B. 
(1960) the 
lltas born June .. 
John, 
took some 
He 
of 
the 
con-
the 
the 
Dick, to the 
author, 
U\JIJl;.H.H .• '-'0 or A. 600 
oula, )etober 16, 1959. 
The of 
Chapel Butte, 
is married to the 
Finnish Chapel. 2 
Mrs. Born has been 
1 
Darlene. 
He is preserttly the of the 
He came to Butte Finnlsh 
who st~~rted 
was on 5, 1921, .at 
by three 
Finnish 
1957. 
Butte 
Gity, 
of Hr .. and Dane. He 1r1as from the Custer 
County School two years at the College 
in Seattle, V1ashington. He was in the United Sta.tes 
years, two and a half of which were in kJorld II. 
f:tve children. 
He was Ordained at in ttpril, 1957. haa 
churches at 
April 10, 19-'JS, in 
Albert Diek ~~o were farmers. He was married to 
t:tnd this un:ton there was one child, Harilyn. 
Reverend Dick attended Central Bible Institute, 
Southern Idaho 
churches in Colorado, Idaho, 
V. Dane. 
has the 
Grissom, Q. 
in 
Institute. 
at since its 
was 
1 in 1953. 
24, 1928 to and V~s. 
Corvallis Sch~ol, 
attended both North Central Institute and 
spent two years in the 
married Lola Hudiburgh in Glendive, They 
Grissona l<taa Ordained the Distrlct Council in 
1955 and was assistant in Glendi va for tw.> years. He 
the 
~:tsz, ~=-.;;,;;...;;.; J!. 
God church in 
3 1951. 
for six years ~nd is 
is 
has 
the at 
the 
the 
:12!· was on 3etober 10, 1921 near Havre, 
was the 
Bible School, at 
He was to of three child-
ran. 
was licensed at Livingston, 1943, in 
1 
o:o. cit ... 
............ _, Dick • 
2 On. cit ... __ , 
same city 1945. 
and he Wfl.S >·ms built and church e,:mstruetion 
sta.rted. ::~.lao Rev. pas-
1943; Plevna fr"m 
to 1946; 1956 to 1959; 1959 
to the 1 
was on 27, 1909 
and 
Peterson was licensed in 1954 
and was in 1957. the church 
1955 to 1957. He 1957 
1956 
the 
the 
? 
God."" 
have one 
'i'ras licensed 
in in 1958 
18, 1927 
was Ordained Hon-
at 
3 pastor in that church. 
of .Joe N'ewby, 4th anrl Cherry, Anaconda, 
to the author, November 6, 1959. 
2()n., cit .... Carroll Peterson. __ ,. 
Cut 
continued 
c~me to 
a.n old 
unt:iJ. A 
A., Churches Section 
in 1941 by nev. 
at Cut 
full of the 
church nnd services vrere 
church vras started in 1947. 
the local 
the church the in the 
50 .. 
the were: Rev. 
Kindall in 1946; 1944 
to 194£5; 
1945; 
Rolland from 1948 to 1952; 
1 time. 
Clarence 
in the 
without a pastor 1943 to 1946. 
ehureh Ct"ndueted services Cheater .. 
Church. 
this 
1944 
The 
this church 
was built 
was 
muntains. 
from 1947 
in the summer 
were held 
ch;.trch 'ttas 
the 
to 
cam-
• 
served this were: 
194.3 to 1949; Rev. Burton from 
for a 
1 
Cloes. The 
The 
is 12 
are as 
1941 
. 
' 
194l+ to 1946; 
1946 to o. 
1954 to 1956; 
Israel, Chester, 
1956; i\. v. 
in 
1937 to 
19/#.~, to 
to 195l1.; 
tr' the 
of 
to 
to the 
author, 
2 
v. 
li. 
to 
the 
are as 
to 1951; 
to 
chu.reh; this 
1936. 
is 
to 
Conra.d, 
1 
to the 
from 1945 to 1949; Rev,. \'liilliam. Mctlutt from 1949 to 195.3; Rev. Eugene 
from 195.3 to 1956; 
1 
sent time. 
'!lev. Clyde 1956 pre-
the of c. A. The first church building was completed 
in 19.35. oresent structure was in 1941 the 
was completed in 1958. is 17 
enrollment is l,O. 
ehureh r:~.t has 
Evangelist held special three different 
1945, 195.3, 1957. These meetings have been the of 
resoonse. This church also enjoyed a revi~·al in 1959 
have rmstored this church are a.s 
19)1 to 1935; Peter F~~k in 1935; 
1936 to 1937; R. A. Griep 1938 to 1939; 
minister) 1940; Ora in 191 ... 0; R. 
the 
, in 
C. A. 
(lay 
1941 
Heicksen in 1944; Dormeier from 1944 to 1946; Roy 
1947 to 1951; 1951 to 1954.; Don 
from 1954 to 1956; 1956 to the t . 2 J.me. 
located at 
2001 Avenue Falls, This church was 
1 
to 
the 
of Finch, Fairfield, 
to 
in by Joseph It was of Ghrist-
and then to a building. church was 
l92S. In 1927 bought an old Christian Church 
was constructed. The present church the 
,ooo is for. The church 
can be 550 persons. 150 
62. 
pas to red church are: Joseph 
191..7 to Rev. Jones to 1930; 
not (data mt 
not to . _,
191;.2 to 19l~5; c. A. Brown 1946 to 1950; and 
1951 to 1 
Great 2!.~· church >"las 
ees >were at 
School in • At the the congregation 
a 1101 Avenue No .. , , 
School of 30. the 
nastor of the church. 2 
Church of L<'mc'l. This church was in 1943 by 
Jesse A. in a building. The first eh\lreh building was eon-
Corrsspondenes Jones, 2001 Avenue 
, to the author, October 29, 1959. 
Avenue No., 
is 20 .. 
1943 to_; 1950 to 1951; 
Sitton Archer 
1 
Q22. This church was started 1950 
church in 1955., present 
Pastors served Burton 
to 1954; 1955 to 1957; and Hev. 
to 2 
who are as follows: Funk 
not knowrl); Burdette 1941 to 1943; • .from 
Buck 1948 to 1950; s. \'1., 
1956 as the the 
to 
author, October 21, 1959. 
Harlem, ~fontana, to 
October 3, 1959. 
1956; 
and is 
1941 A. J. 
"~etas built 
75. 
church are as 
1941 to 19/~J.; c. 1944 to 1946; 
Buck 1946 to 1948 to 1951; Dennis 
to 1955; 1955 to 
this 
Olson 
1948 to 1951; 
in to 1955; 
to no .3 
1 ~., 1956 to 1959. 
the 
author, 
He 
married in 1940.. He 
the 
church at the call Cut 
in He 
Deer 
1 
.. 
of 
on 
1956 .. is 2 
on October 11, 1921 at North 
was the 
of Box 
of L. to the 
20, 
3 
of Bro~mi.ng, to Personal , 
the author, 
North Dakota Bible in 1948. He took the at Conrad, 
tana in 1959 the l of that church. 
Gieselberg, y. is presently the at the Chinook 
of Church. Reverend Gisaelberg l'ta.S Ordained at 
Distr:i.et Council in 1959. 2 
Finch, Dennis Q. He was born on 1922 Knowlton, 
tana. the Custer County School at Miles City, 
the University tv~ years at Central 
Institute. He on s, 1947. 
Finch was Ordained in 1951 at 
tan.!?.. He pastor9C! the church at Jordan 1946 to 1948; 
1951 to 1955; and . 1955 to the present time. He 
the 3 
was on 
or rtnd nora Israel. graduated Free 
School, and attended Su:oerior State College, 
Suoorior 11 \Visconsin. Gertrude in 19~.7 at 
Distrlet Council. Israel pa.stored the churches at 
and Belt before her to Israel. 
was ')rdained Chester, )~ontana, in 1956 .. pasto:red the 
1Personal Correspondence of 
author, 29, 1959. 
2Per&onal Correspondence of 
the author, November-16, 1959 .. 
~ 
.,...Personal 
the author, 
H.. , Conrad, to the 
A. v. Gisselberg, Chinook, 
Finch, Fairfield, 
church at Dutton, 1950 to 
1951. He 
the 
came to 
1 built. 
he has been 
in 
!Jakland, ...;..;o;.;;;.;...;..;;. !• was born 41 1935 at City, 
He from the Billings School, Billings, 
B:i.ble the 
in !lpri1 of 
the chtU"eh 1956 to 1957 the 
or the n<:r\1 
was born on 0ctober 21, 1909 at 
He In-
stitut.e the Canadian Bible at 
He Claire Hue on 21', 1933. They 
in 1940 .. 
at 1945 1948; Butte to 1955; 
is pastor at 
new church, 400, was built. The increased 
from 60 to 200 this chureh.3 
Chester, the 
1101 
Shelby, to the 
Donald ~.. He is at 
He churches at and fkw:re. 1 
Churches of Section 
in 1940 
1940 ttnd 
wa,s constructed this 
The this church were as : D. 
B. Stradley 
1944 to 1947; 1947 to White from 
1953 to . 
' 
to 
1 
church ~m.s 1955 .. 
have this church .. 
2 
was 1943 
D. 
store on An chu:rch 
building was nurchased in 1945 and this was used until 1957. fl. ne\'\1' 
1957. church 1<ras in 1956. 
served this church are as .follows: 
1943 to 1947; Brownback S\.L'i'l.\'ner of 1947; !-buck 
Custer 
the !'fontana District Councils, 1955 to 1959. 
194-S to 1950; 
in .. 
in 1943; 
a.uthor, 
1'!50 to 1951; 
1 
church 
B. from 
at 
building TrUlS purchased and roved to the 
to serve t?.s a church. was on the 
the same year. A ne¥! 1952 
who 
church was in 1943 by 
a 
on 
1951. 
have this church: 
Gottschalk; Frost from 1950 to 1951; 
Correspondence of 
1, 1959. 
J. Sutten, 
Lonnie 
to the 
1953; 
was 
• 
J. 
was 
D. to 
the 
to the 
to . , 
an accident 1 1959. 
build-
1957. 
In 
of 
church 1950 to 1953; 
and 2 
on the corner 
1930 to 
1952 to 1956; 
Gibbs, to 
• to the is 20 
1 is 
of ~-
-
this 
was us~:d as 
fe;;: months on 106 
a new 
the 'l'his church 
not 
Lee 
t.o 1952; Jensen fr::nn 
1955; 
is a 
mark of the on 
J .. • 
Jfon-
the 
to 
Colorado. 
tr:tct 
churches at 
and hns 
500.00. 
been 
ter 
~~ 
and 
' 
He 
Reverend 
2 
Section Four 
is presently a 
Wf:tS born on 15, 
and has 
a.t 
tJni<:m Pacific Haill"'<'Etd. 
the church 
The 
Phyllis 
have two 
in 
Northwest 
was l:leensed in the 
the 
2 
came 
he came to 
1946. He 
1948 
::;f the 
Fourth 
' 
the 
in 1951 
It ia valued 
1 111. 
in 
,')f 
l~verett 
1944 
the 
of 
to 
Cus-
Frost, Henrz l'tas born on 
Frost the 
from 1959 to 1960; and 
1960. was Ordained in by 
from the 
at Ba:rsto;,..,, Illi-
Y ello\'fsto ne 
District Cou.ncil.1 
tc> 1951; 
to 
Gounty School, Glendive, 
and received a B A Degree from the Mountain College, Bill-
ings, 
Gibbs 
1955 t.;} 1957. 
1957. 2 
In 
church 
• Gibbs been 
to Clyde Gibbs. Clyde 
in 1957. 
Great in 1954. 
to 1955 
church 
was born on 
Fourche, South Dakota. were 
the North Central 
Institute in Bible College, 
Institute 
~fissouri. He was to !one 1942 at Albion, 
have tl>TO children. 
1 Personal Correspondence Frost, to 
the 28, 1960. 
of F:dith to the 
on July 7• 1952. He nasto::red the church at Mon-
in 19L~2. In 
In 1953 he 
1 bu.i1t. 
that church. 
of he to 
he was 
he 
was b<>rn at 
obel'' 4, 1927 .. the Fruita 
• received a B A Degree the 
in 1949.. He 
Nicholson "'as 
in 1951. accepted the 
2 
the oastor of that ehureh. 
1957 
a new church 
vias initia- · 
nresently the 
a church been 
F'ruita, 
Institute 
have two children. 
Council 
in 1956 
S:'>uth on 
and 
the 
Johnston, 
to 
to the 
at Ass em-
of in He also church 
1 
·ola.r, 
Hrs. 
s new church 
1957. 
the 
Culbertson ...;;;..;;.~= 
son, 
of 
in 1945 
in 1945. 
It 
An old 
nresent 
2 
in 1943 
services were house. 
church is not H. 
to 19'59.1 
is 
1940 
nearer t:> the 
church vms 
is the 
' 
have oas-
church 
A. A. the 
Hon-
and re-
in 1955. The ln 
a en-
Heverend ,J. 
stx :yea.rs; 
to 1 
2 
were: o. J .. J. Grissom. This 
does not have a at 
3 
• 
to the 
author, ~~·:>Vember 7, 1959. 
1944 to 
constructed a s1:1all bu5.lding out of r.,dlroad ties. In 1937 Reverend 
0 eter Flmk held the first revival 80 persons were cro~1ded the 
small building. In 1939 Reverend l\1cGinnis held another revival nnd 
it becnme necessary to mc1ve to quarters. In 1955 the build-
""as constructed ,,rhich '!r!ould seat 200 people. The church ;,•ras organized 
in 1956. 
Reverend A. 1\. Ho;,rell nastored this church fro!:'! 1936 to 1943; 
Rev. P. C. Peterson from 1943 to 1945; Reverend Bro;m 1945 to 1952; 
Reverend 
1 
sent ti1ne. 
fro~ 1952 to 1958; 
1944. This church :i.s not • 
I.. Nylander, R. G. Th:nnas, and Keith ha.ve 
Scobey Full l",osoel Church. Th:i.s church was 
1958 to the pre-
in 
w. C. Robinson, Morris 
t !. ' h 2 n~s enure ..• 
in 1922 by 
D. R. l~iller. The f:lrst services l·Tere held in an old rented 
building near the County Court House. 1923 a school house was re-
and :l.nto ·"~· church structure. and front 
accomplished since. This church 'l'l'as in 1936. It 
has 35 members ~md a Sunday School enrollnent of 5h. 
m.nisters who have this church "tere: D. R. Er-
nest Kant, Alice Podruchny, Elizabeth Funk and Fong, ~bore, Clark 
1 
Personal Correspondence of Vera Howell, Poolar, Montana, to the 
author, November 16, 1959. 
2 . 
Yearbooks of the Montana District Councils, 1944 to 1959. 
Joe !.eon Clark, A.. H. 
sently 1 
~lestb;z: lcfission ..1!:!11• 'l'his church started 1922 as a result of 
a revival. started The first church build-
was erected 
church >'4'as 
church ia 
1923 and in 
the chttrch until 
- ? 
\"tithout a nastor.-
i2£• 'l'Ms church was 
noty at the lo<~al auditorium. first church 
stPt.rted :Ln It was 1929. A new church 
Harold 
of 1959. 
in by 
in 1947. is 50 with a Sunday School en-
rollment 105. An 
that it han four 15 
who have served this church are as follo'lvS~ 
1932 to 1935; 
to 1937; Cedric 1937; Alice 1937; 
1937 to 1941; Barfoot from 1941 to 19h5; Cla.u.d 
1945 to 1951; Currell Muirhead from 1951 1954; P. 
1955 to 1957; and H .. D. Cantelon 
the author, 
3 
to 
• 
from 1935 
Cantelon 
from 
to 
Point, 
1947 to 1953; 
1 
sent time. 
of and 
Central 
of Section 
attended 
Institute, 
Di.strict 
froM 1942 to 19h4; 
to to pre-
at 
worked on the 
He Dar-
tvro children. 
Reverend \'ll'as Ord.a:i.ned at Great 
' 
Hontana 1958. He 
has at Fairvie'll'I from 19.55 to 
1958 to 
Cante1on, 
North DaJcota. 
author, 
author, 
Correspondence of 
\\1!-.~lrn>rl'll'">""'t" 3' 1959 • 
Corresoondenee of 
"'r..,rnh""''~" 16, . 
3 Ye~rhook 
1956; !rom 
2 
r 
1927 Po;,..rers Lnke, 
School, , 
to the 
, to 
the 
three years. 
in 1955. 
Su:nburat 1953 to 1955; Stevensville 
1 
1959 to the time. 
Heronez, Gilbert. He is the at 
He was born on 
Church 
Bet.hel Bible Institute, 
in 1942. 
.. 
3 
1955 to 195'7; 
£.!acklin1 
in 
have one child. 
the 
was to on 2S, 
two sons. 
was :i.n 
He the church at 
he Has there. 
Opheim 1951~ to 1956; a>:1d Culbertson from 1956 to 
of 
author, January 4, 1960. 
' the 
3?ersonal Correspondence of A. A. Kirkpatrick, 
the author. 
Horse, 
'l'he 
was done 
1954; 
t . 4 l.me. 
to the 
to 
of 
1957 .. 
('.;od... This is 
This church 'tc>ras in 1945 ~r 1946. 
' 
church 
Robinson. 
was 
.3 
c. B. Close. A 
the 
was conducted 
been since. 
School is JO. 
• 
Councils, 1957 to 1959. 
~~~~ 2f !J2! .;..;.;...;.;;;.;;...;;=District Councils, 1945 to 1959. 
CorresJ)'.:mdence 
eeemoElr 17, 1959. 
A. Forsyth, 
in 
1 
the 
Sutt::m 
church 
Ministers 
Close, Steiner, Ernest Thomas 
Harrison, c Kaiser, 
1 
the 
used h:r the church. In 191~9 an old s.:1.1oon vias 1954 
the build:i.ng was rem-odeled. 
the This church is School 
enrollment is 37. The the 
Hi.nes from 1945 to 1946; Dennis Finch 1947 to 1948; Julis 
from 1949 to 1950; 
1956; 
to the present 
tUles 
in 1951; 1\. 
from 1957 to 1958; 
2 
J. 
church 
1923 by the efforts of Reverend Powell and 
.Arney 
The Old Auditorium 
Street. A church structure was stRrted in 1927 
until 1932. the 
church 1¥11-S 1924. The 
sent Sunday 
35 
of J. J Glendive, 
the author, October 16, 1959. 
Corresf}:mdence 
the author, October 22, 1959. 
J. Jordan, 
1952 to 
• 
base-
pre-
to 
to 
who 
to 
1 ?29 t·'l 1932 j 
1936 to 1940; !~nard 
1943 to 
to 
1956; ~tnd 
1938. 
Close and 
of n .. L. 
church 
teo 
to 
church are 8,S 
t;;) 
to 1936; 
1940 to 1943; A. L .. 
to c. H. 
1954; !~ria 
1 
t 
Peterson, J. C. 
is the 
church 
the 
the church 
1937 
2 
o:f I.., 
a few but after 
made another ef.fJrt to 
Alfred 
of 0. G. City, 
of 
7l 
Reverend 
; John 
J(mes 
to 
at the 
church .. 
the 
churc!h 
the 
the 
a church 
to 
• 
:ts 140. 
wh:) have 
son 1937 to 
to 194'?; 
1959 to the 
Je!'inette 
took 
the of 
• 
1 
church 
La !\l:ance W&1S 
the church was 
1940 to 
191+'7 to 
to and 
the 
has 
Lois 
at the 1950. 
nnd the 
been construct~A in 
Rohner .. 2 
of D. , to 
re.n .. 
the 
tn 
pel.. 3 
He 
to 
the 
i.n 
over 40 pers"Jns 
c. 'iP?i:l,S 
-
wa.s 
he \vas years 
He 
Correspondence of 
5, 1959. 
73 
at 1 
in 
He took 
is he 
been to 
in of 
))l.;;ved to 
and 
in 
to the 
'f4 
He took the pastorate of Miles City in 1956 and is its present pastor. 
Since he has been ln }~·:mtana he was District Presbyter in 1958. He 
1 helped start the ~ew Assembly at Forsyth. 
Sutton, ~· ~· He was born on March 23, 1913 at Saskatchewan, 
Canada. He attended the high school in Vanguard, Saskatchmvan and 
snent three years at Bible College in British Col~bia. He married 
Madeline Young. They have one child. 
Reverend Sutton was Ordained at Vernon, Briti~h Columbia in 1951. 
He started the new Assembly at Forsyth in f.farch of 1958 and is present-
ly the pastor of that church. 2 
The local congregations grew from 18 organized and 28 unorgan-
ized to 40 organized and 26 unorganized churches from 1937 to 1959. 
This is an average of one organized per year. 
The ministerial list grew from 27 Ordained, 17 licensed, and 15 
exhorters to 87 Jrdained, 23 licensed, and 6 exhorters from 1937 to 1959. 
1Personal Corresp:>ndence of H. C. Robinson, 211$ North Center 
Avenue, }~les City, Montana, to the author, September 1, 1959. 
2 Personal Corresp:>ndence of A. E. Sutton, Forsyth, Montana, to 
the author, December 17, 1959. 
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A. 
CC>nst:ttution the Council the 
of and to 
the 
(huncil. 
in two Distrlct,s. 
Council and the Council. 
Council included 
' 
to Continental Dlstrict included 
of 
District Councils. South 
a District 1937. became evident to the 
the two Districts to the ln that 
the local churches he isolated 
it, Council 
the of 1 
411::! North 12th 
Street, 1959. 
the of of the 
of the 
F. J • 
North Central District.1 
The problem unitint the of with the 
was discussed at Yellowstone which was held 
the l<"'air in Liv:i.ngston, on 
1$1 1935. Reverend Lindquist Reverend Henry 
from ~~inneapolis encouraged organization.2 
Great Falls, on April 21, 1936, a resolution was 
to organize a new District which would be called 
District would include the whole state of Montana. action 
was on June 24, 1936, the North Central District Council. 
The Presbyters of the Northwest District Council 
the of part of 
District in order that 
churches of Eastern Montana.3 
to withdraw from 
might form a new District with 
District was officially 
.t'il•st District 
Council was supervised by J. Flower from the Council 
Jones was elected 
the 
PeJrsc1na,~ Correspondence of Wilson Katter1 910 Elliot 
autht)r, October 281 19.59. 
2 Personal Correspondence of Rev. D. R. Miller, 1502 
Idaho, to the October 261 1959. 
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first l 
B. of the District Council 
19.37 Council 
19.37 District Council convened in Livingston, on 
51 19.31 1 with Superintendent .Paul calling to 
order. 
The District gave his report 
mentioned that two had been dedicated during the 
churches were Livingston. 
transferred from Montana District to North~~st District. 
had 
came to 
one 
(~dained, lh licensed, 
were 18 Affiliated 
• 
California-Nevada 
It was recorded were 27 
District. 
and District Affiliated 
election of officers was as follows: Jones as 
trict Superintendent; 
as District Presbyters,; Patll 
Presbyters. 
Three persons were 
ware P. 
Powell, D. R. Miller fJ and Cedric 
Allen 
at the last service • 
.,............. Pidl~uchny. 2 
lpersonal Correspondence of Albert Howell, 
the author, October 101 1959. 
~~~of 
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1938 
session of District Council was at 
on July 21 22 of 1938. The was 
order the District 
interim of the Second and . Councils new 
ware in Sidney, Bozeman, Belt, Fort Benton, and 
A new ¥--~~~·•"•o was 
• A new church dedicated at Belt, four 
lte:re 
close of the June 1938, 
were 19 
churches 
• 
of was as follows: Paul as District 
U\J1UUtl"' as 
as 
L. Chadwick as Pt•esbyters. 
was held at 2:30 p.m. on July 2.3 1 1938 • 
• 
Rena Cantelon1 
to the full 1 
in Dillon. the 
had been 
in 
new 
election of 
D. :n. Miller, Cantelon as .. 
Ordination service was held Livingston, 
1939. 
Ordained to the 1 
---~-·----
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and 
end of the 
tha.t. 
On of .. 
on the 
.. One 
the 
l 
in 
the 
a full 
City., 
• churches at 
.. The that the 
would soon be dedicated. Council fe:J_t 
Shelby, 
into 
roster· of 
were 25 churches affiliated 
Council. A total of 734.58 was spent on 
on • 
the business Ineeting which was July 10, 1941 
8) 
Rev. 
Section Rev .. for ::>outhwest 
Rev. W. R. North Central Section; D. 
the Central Cantelon the J:iortheast 
Rev. Leonard of the Southeast Section. Rev. 
• 
It t-ms this District Council that two men were to 
an impol~tant 
two men were Leonard 
the District came into the District. 
and l.!tUir:erle Born, who became the pastor 
at Hissoula. 
Ordination Service was preached by Rev. 
L. '11-eeby 1 s .. 
we:r:•e Ordained to the Hinistry. 1 
1942 District Council 
Seventh Annual District Council was 
on 23 1 1942 at the Central Christian Church in 
Great 
J 
Superintendent Jones 
Montana was the latest 
report and it was noticed that 
Missions work. 
was another new Assembly recently started by the church 
Thomas Johnston the minister. new works 
were \'lhitefish1 Valier. 
84 
new 
ooncern was 
salary was raised 
$100.,00 
on 
numbers. 
was number of one; the Southwest Two; 
the North Central Section, the South Central Section, 
• 
" 
Dalton as of Section of Section 
R. D., 
should use influence in 
was no record an 
Annual District Council convened in Center, 
Livingston, on July 14~ 1943 with 
to order. During 
Seventh ...., ... ," ........ Distr:ict Councils Hev·. Jones 
appointed Rev. Leonard as 
had 
cipating. 
last with almost 100% 
the District 
th<lt minir:rters 
that he had a trip to '"""'"'""'...,. to "'""'· •r,.,,..,,., 
r,ra.tional Associaticm of convention .. 
the s report it was noticed 
transferred the District 
had 
on t;he roll 
During 
out., a total 
Libby became affiliated with Council 
and Valier were reclassified and were no 
the General Council. 
District. The District ~~~~~~e~~ 
that was a total 6$ px·eaching points 
The total for 
the afternoon of July l41 1943 
place. Leonard was elected as 
Jones as of Section 
1"'wo; • H. Three; .R • 
Four; D. of ~'ive; A. ~ .. 
reported 
District. 
264.69. 
of 
of 
Camp 
sermon.. J .. 
salard of was to 
Ordination 
on 16, 1943 
Ernest D. 
• Williscroft were to the 
1944 Council 
at Civic Center, 
12, 1944, at 9 a.m. 
it was 
1943 and were Dillon, 
Ohio. 
the 1943 and 
47 31 
86 
and 
87 
Ell1d 
.. to 
an .. 
*s 
dors was 
c .. 
88 
194.5 
on 
i:iaveral new .i'!,;::> •• n:n••u.t • .~.o:: 
the last Council. lfera Polson., 
.for the 
~- ... ~.'>c'"" and C • A o 
to the Council. 
churches at 
• 
at 
"""'""'""'" were dedicated: 
""""· ... ..,, .. was 
shortly before the 1945 Oouncil., 
School ~.:.·,..,~t:.~.:.nT. 
report and 
on the roll was 
and 23 were 
Council; 24 with District, and 22 
~"'"',.,·'·"''"'"" 1944 194.5 Councils 'the following 
1./.t.<,.\.i<::•;;;o wea"'e discontinued: 
Belt, Shex•idan. 
Pratt, Kansas as c ts of Montana 
a sum of' $1,821 .. 75 fund .. 
Paul Jones as 
of Section ; '1\ro; 
}iillar of ~action Four; A. 
of Section Five; and D. Jones 
became a full time job at 1945 
Service 111as held in the Auditorium at 
the .. Leon 
H .. Bivans, .. H. Lorraine 
Raymond E. Iial.;rby1 and Peter c. 
l 
1946 Council 
The 1946 Council convened Livingston, Montana on 
1946 the to order. 
was made a full in 19451 was 
Choteau, were opened • 
to tbe 
the 1945 1946 the District 
from Great F'alls to Helena.. A new book store was 
A 
was 
out. 
23 
mier 
the 
received. 
licensed, 
Section Three; D. 
as 
of Section A. A. 
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.. 
Sulphur 
for 
ot 
and Barfoot of Section Six. Jones and 
were elected General Presbyters. 
t 
in 
to into the of 
• 
the Ordination 
Fenton, 
91 
1 
and the • 
1947 Seaaion 
(no 
l94i> 
the 
• 
in 1947-. 
move 
and 
92 
out 
was to become a 
:tn 
30 
to this office. 
t at 
and 
the 1 
1949 
to It 
was 
to the 
• 
was 
was 
42 
J. c. 
of 
• 
9.3 
to 
tabernacle liaS in 
to both the 
20 
at 
to 
1949 Councils 6 
8 
, ... , ....... ~..., ....... was 3 071 .. 19" 
was as follcrws~ 
Paul Jones Presbyter 
of Section C.. A. of 
total 
Claud 
was 
Section 
was elected 
were 
1.3 out ... 
Director 
School one full time man 
It was resolved the District Council 
the G-eneral Council!!~ 
with H.ev. ·"'"'""'"' 
Gottschalk, 
favor 
E. Peter-
94 
a on to the full ministry. 1 
1950 Council Session 
1950 District Council was at of Church 
presiding. Reverend 
specifically 
a new Church at 
Camp 
the lack of 
the 
District present 
District, 19 out-
for was ~~21 1 719.56. 
1-188 2,513 the District was 687. 
vtas to 
OneJ v. D. of 'lifo; 
c. 
• c • 
' 
rJ. was as Director of Education. 
was t in 
9,~~ 1950 on was 
in .~~ 
On 29, ne~1 
was 
An was 
the sermon .. John J • 
to l were 
1951 Council 
was 
" 
over 
.. 
of Section 
t 
1952 District 
.. 
.. 
37 
l 
·been 
""'"'""""""' were under 
on 11 
concern over 
on 
n.ot 
98 
of 
at 
to 1 
Council 
over 
project. 
in 
Gunder 
nine 
for 
as 
to 
~~700,.00. A new 
1 
in 
on 
1954 District Council 
on April 201 19$4. 
17 J 1953 .. 
was still 
as 
of' 
in 
by Sister 
of sonJa 
Jr. 
17 
P. 
1 
went to as 
were 
• !or 
as 
Section Three; I~onard Enloe 
; and of Section 
was held 
1955 District Council 
2fi 
Gibbs, 
rJere 
100 
Joe 
was no 
o1· cr..rist • s 
on 
101 
the 
The 
the 
.. 
an 
1954 
.. 
7 not 
to the effort for 
was as 
102 
One; 
Van 
1 
to 
1956 District Council 
Rev. 
son on 
not; been so 
In 
10 
fot 
and the 
) 
p 
'" 
1 
1957 District Council Session 
was to 
at 
was • 
on 
• dividends., 
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104 
a number of good revivals helping our churches \vith 
Bapti.zerl with the . Spirit .. n 
The of ministers on t,he ro 11 were ; the 
total "tc'1tal nurnber r)f exhorters were 
6. were Council; 10 
affiliated wHh District.; 7 under the of the District. 
The total for the 
".eras $50,34l~.62. The Sunday School enroll- · 
ment \'ll'a.s 1+,696 which '¥1r;q.s a loss of 22 under the previous year. The · 
was 1095. 
was elected as the Assistant Leon 
as of Secti.on . 
' 
Born of 
Three; A. of Section Four; 
1¥illia.m .r. of Section Five; and Lewis La~~~ce of Section 
was preached D., H. and Hoger 
Donald C~rroll Peterson were Ordained 
to the full 
195S District Council Session 
The District Coune:U was held in Great, Falls, on 
April 14, 195S with Superintendent Goodrll.lln presiding. Reverend Goodman 
that a longer c>f pastoring w.:>uld strengthen the church numer-
.!J!! Twenty-Second Annual District Council Session, p.. 7 .. 
ically and financially. mentioned the recessi•:m effects 
uoon churches their giving. 
total missionary for the str:i.ct in 1957 was 732. 
17. The School enrollment was 4,819 which was an 123 
over the previ::>ua year. The membership rep:>rted was 1095. 
The eleet,ion Superin-
tendent; Born, Assistant Superintendent; Leon l'·fitchell as 
of Section l)ne; Born of Section 1\o; Clyde of Section 
A. Redm:md of Section Four; ~'llilliam 
and H. c. Hobinson of Section 
Eugene A. Born brought Ordination message with Robert B:r.rand, 
Melvin Lager, 1<:,re~ Jn I'eterson, and John R. 
1 
full ministry. 
being Ordained to the 
ct Council Session 
The Twenty-Fourth Annual District Council convened at the First 
Assembly of church at Great Falls, on April 13, 1959 with 
Superintendent to oraer. A concern 
was manifested for World Missions giving. The Superintendent 
that eFtch church should take a each year for a 
The l&,ntana District ranked first arong all the Districts in Revival Time 
last year. It was reported that 60 churches and parsonages were 
1 
Minutes of ~ Twent;r-Third Annual District Council Session. 
built in the Montana District between the years of 1949 and 1959. Super-
intendant (',ood.man went on to say: 
"The morals of our District is high. Reports from the various 
de1)artments and ministries c>f the general Council as "t.rell as our 
owr1 local projects and programs indicate that no dfstriet excells 
us in cooperation and overall oor capita support. 11 
The Secretary reported that there were, as of April 1959, 87 Or-
dained, 23 licensed, and 6 exhorters on the ministerial list. This made 
a total of 116 ministers in the State of Montana. There were 40 churches 
affiliated with the General Council; 8 affiliated with the District; and 
18 u..nder the supervision of the District. Total Home M'ission disburse-
menta was $45,206.86 and the total Missionary giving was $60,136.33. 
The Sunday School enrollment was l~,o60 wh:tch was a loss of 59 under the 
previous year. The total membership reported lias 111:5,3. 
The election of officers was as follows: Leon ~fitchell was elected 
as Presbyter of Section One; Eugene Born of Section Tw:::>; Clyde A. v,Jal-
den of Section Three; 1rl. A. Redmond of Section Four; 'iialter G. Strom of 
Section Five; and Dean A. Rohner of Section Six. 
Reverend C. C. Burnett preached the Ordination Service using 
John 1:6, "There was a man sent from God", as his text. Eugene E. Bar-
ger, Harry s. Garrett, A. V. Gisselberg, and James A. Oakland were 
Ordained to the full ministry. 2 
1 1~nutes of the Twenty-Fourth Annual District Council Session, p. 11. 
2 
Ibid. 
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A. Howell to the author, 
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in 1910 and funeral service in 1912. It 
until year of 1 life to the 
The Reverend in "~<fas ar-
duo us new l}f in 
Poi•iers North Dakota, was due to came t:> in 
in 1936 the Poplar, Rev. 
in Oonlar for seven and one half years., 
at Fire Although this work is extinct, 
'114'0 rk ea.me a 
there \'tas instrumental in 
in Culbertson, also held cottage prayer 
church 
B:roe-
t.on, and out of those efforts came two ministers who are in the 
active ministry today. He pioneered wrk in Saco. In 
194 7 he t•ras n.,,,_.,u District tc> direct building the 
District Council Gr:tuncts at 
First District Coun.ci1 was 
at Rolmdup, 1936. He was the Presbyter of Five 
1945, 1946, 
at 
Chriat 's o.f the District 
At the time is a retired minister pulpits 
the opportunity 
Jones,~ 
were Mr. 
1 
itself. 
Cleveland, Ohio, on July 291 1903. 
Jones "!las a ear-
-penter. 
Jones received high school education Cleveland 1 Ohio, 
and 
1928 .. 
1ttas 
\>IRS licensed to nreach 
1930 .. 
He was saved in Cleveland, 
embalmer .. states: 
1
' I felt, the call of 
Bible Institute in 192lh 
was a 
He took at 
Institute at 
Fall, 
Ohio, in at which 
in 1928. The 
1928. the church in 
to 1934; in City 1935 to 1940; 
from 1940 t~ 1943; 
from 1943 to 1950; took the 
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~!;as District Superintendent the 
District .. He was at first District was 
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was married to .... .~. . .~.~ .. ~v"" Wolf r •n_uu 
the Canadian ,..,.,., .... .,,,.,. his wife both 
Canada. 
was 
He was v"''"'""'""""'l.> at Toronto, 
1928. 
G and 
He 
29th, 19.37. 
preach at 
was 
to 
a netr was 
.. 
Bible College, 
the 
school in and 
• vo•oa!'llan were 
call: 
for 
He 
in one of' 
his 
to 
rt 
most of his 
Ann of 
the 
in 
honor 
bride , whlle c::mducting a revival there. 
Owen relates call: 
wa.s licensed to ~,~c:>untain District in and 
Ordained in ct in 1941. 
churches in Colorado, !daho. In the District he pas-
tored the church Lodge, Glasgcn..r. He became the District 
Secretary-Treasurer in 1953 and has held the office 
relates c<mcerning his 
ministry has not been 
quite gratifying to 
on of 
r>::>licy which has directed 
have one child, Don, 
LaMance, the 
Director • 11, 1922 
that 
District: 
the 
the Light11 
and 
Clayton, 
m.ers Clayton Prosser, childhood 
1 
Personal Correspondence , Box 151+9 Great 
!,fontana, to the author, 
2Ibid. 
Nati,::Jnal 
on 
in the 
1947.. He has 
hR,Ve three children, 
in the 
were 
\ias formerly 
et in 1945 
the 
He became 
age 13, 
Council, 
He 'lfras 
their occupa.t:i.on wa,s that or farming. lived on the un-
til he >>~"as old, near Po:tnt, 
at School 
four 
received his 
at the Bible College in 
he t•ifls called to the ministry \fhen he \'lias about 14 
licensed the District in 19l•2 
District in 1946 .. served 
1945; 1947 1948; 1951; 
1951 1953. as District Christ's 
dors School Director between years of 1953 
the the Christ's School Director 
took 
As 
contributed 
three ycmth 
the D.istrict,. ;.ras instl"'Unlental 
in during 
serving in the General Headquarters at Springfield, ~ussouri in the 
1 
position of National Sunday School Representative. 
From 1937 to 1959 the District Officials increased five part-
time nositions to three full time positions ~.:L"ld seven part-time p:>sitions. 
During th:ts period six geographical Sections were established for the 
purpose of better organization. 
Approximately 00 major building projects were completed. The Hun-
gry Horse Glacier Bible Camp was purchased and improved. The District 
Headquarters building was purchased during this period. It is located 
at 1211 .. First Avenue South, Great Falls, Montana. 
1 
Personal Correspondence of Paul Fenton, Springfield, r~ussouri, 
to the author. 
AND 
A~ID CnNCLUSIONS 
A. Organizational Development 
The ~,bntana District Cou..neil was handieaped at the beginning 
because of the lack of full time District Officers. All of the Dis-
trict Officers were pastoring churches as well as carrying the 
responsibilities of the District. Hence, this did not allow for proper 
supervision of the local churches in the state. The ministers of the 
District felt the need of full time Officers but it was financially 
imnossible from the beginning. 
In 1937 there were five part-time District Officials. These 
included the Superintendent, Secretary-Treasurer, and three District 
Presbyters. In 1938 the Assistant Suoorintendent and another District 
PresbJ~er were added. In 1940 the state was divided into six Sections 
for the nurpose of better supervision. In 1941 the District Superinten-
dent was put on a full time basis. The Christ's Ambassadors Department 
was organized in 1944. 'I'he Secretary-Treasurer bect:une a full time 
position in 1945. 1942 the number of Presbyters were increased to 
six so that each Section would be supervised by a Presbyter. The office 
of Sunday School representative was added in 1946. The Office of Depart-
ment of Christian Education was established in 1947. In 1948 the \'~omen's 
Missionary Council was organized. In 1950 The Revival Time l!e.!!!:, a 
national radio by 
of 
of Christ's 
!)Osition. 
was released over K~ON in 
B. 
It 
that 
1936. This not include 
have 
"'ere started in store 
District 
at. , 
1947 This was one of the 
it that it '!<:as a 
c. 
is to 
were no 
The 
the statistics that were 
of the !\asem-
In the 
were 
'!'he 
and ovms the 
in 
the 
School 
church 
1945 .. 
a 
124 
1dth five organized churches no.t reporting, the 
Also there are sta.tisticls on StL11day School enrollment. Avail-
able statistics sho''' a steady increase. The Sunday School enrollment 
for 1959 was ~,060. Taking these figures it is possible to arrive at an 
analytical The church membership for the local churches 
is lS.l. The average Sunday School enrollment is 61.5. The total mem-
bership of the Assemblies of C-od in Hontana is .00185 per cent of the 
total oopulation in. Montana. The total School enrollment in Non-
tam~ is .00509 cent of the total population.1 According to national 
figures of membership in all denominations this appears rather lm...r. It 
:is observed, however, that the Monta.na District Council has a high aver-
age of Sund;;,y School attendance in relation to membership, which is in 
keeping with the Assen.blies of God in the United States. In order to 
keep pace with the pooulation increase in the next five years the r1on-
District ldll have to increase its memb~rship by 82 and its Sunday 
School enrollment by 410. 
n. Development of local Congregations 
This study has sho~m that the local congregations grew from 18 
organized, and 2$ unorganized churches to 40 organized and 26 unorgan-
ized churches from 1937 to 1959. This shows an increase of 22 organized 
and 2 unorganized churches. This is an average of one organized cht~ch 
1 
P~rsonal Correspondence of E. V. Darlington, Industrial Engineer, 
~i:mtana State Boa,rd, %~. Mitchell Building, Helena, ?•fontana, 
to the author, ~iovem.ber 18, 1959. 
the years 1937 
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few new 
in the 
result 
were 
tion, evident1;r, \i8.S centered 
years 1953 to 1956 were 
however, were 
of 1937 ax1d. 1959 new 
sons. Some of 
1937 there were 27 
ministers. 
m.i.nisters. 
1959 
is ev:tdent that there was a 
year. It 
not l<r.l.thout 
were 
'If< ere started 
1959. 
• This 
years of 19l~4 and 1945 
that very 
.. 
years 
:rea-
15 
6 
the yea.rs. It 
of turnover 
It is 
ters in 
the .;:;.;;;.;;;;;;;..;;;;..;;..;;;= that there ;.;ere minls-
it was bet"V,reen 1937 
of the of a year 
course ;>r these 
were 
schools. Only one a 
of theology. does not :re-
for Ordin&tion, a 
ministers was inaug<wated in 1946• 
F. Conclusions 
1. The organizational pattern has been adequate to meet the 
needs of an enlarging constituency. 
2. C'teographica.lly the local assemblies have been t.Yell placed 
throughout the state to allow for adequate growth and coverage. 
3. Sixty-one of the sixty-four Assemblies have resident pas-
tors. Uth~.:mgh the present local pastors are to be commended for their 
dedication to the task, present educational attai~ments are not ade-
quate for the future. From this study it is concluded that a Seminary 
trained ministry is needed. 
4. It is observed that the average local church membershi?) is 
lS.l, ~~ereas the average local Sunday School en~Jllment is 61.5. On 
the basis of this observation it is concluded that their emphasis on 
Sunday School work has been commendable, but there has been a lack of 
emphasis on conserving the product of the Sunday School. From this 
study it is concluded that a more adequately trained ministry is need-
ed to conserve the product of the Sunday School. 
G. Suggestions for Further Study 
~bre research should be mRde concerning the early ministers of 
~bnte.na. There was not sufficient time in this study to gather addresses 
and e>orrespond with all the early ministers. A study of this type should 
be done in the near future. 
A study should be made of state p;')pulation trends so as to deter-
mine in what places nel<r Assemblies should be placed and to determine how 
much money should be spent in certain areas on church o~nstruetion. 
A study should be made concerning Eva.11gelism and Public Relations 
in ~ ~~ntana District so as to furnish to the local churches a basis 
on which to work and reach the local communit~. 
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the right to request the use of these letters for further research. 
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45, 
Dear Fellow Minister: 
I am writing a research paper on the history of the Montana Dis-
trict f'or ro:y B. D. degree at, vlestern Evangelical Seminary, 4200 S. E. 
Jennings Avenue, Portland 22, Oregpn; some information will be needed from 
you and your church. 
The purpose of this paper is to record the pr.~ and develop-
ment of the liAQntana Distr:tet. Two questionaires have been submitted. One 
is for the pastor rmd the is for the church. only source of in-
formation is from you and your church. It is very important that it be 
as comnlete as possible. and dates are very important. It is hoped 
that this information can be returned in the next three or four weeks be-
cause it will take several months to put it into thesis form. Your 
~~operation will be greatly appreciated. 
1. Name 
2. Date and place birth 
3. Names of parents 
4. Occupation of parents 
5. Place of residence as a child 
6. High school attended 
7. Bible school or any other school 
8. 1·filita:ry service (give details) 
9. Harried (Give maiden n,1.me of wife. If she is from ~-fontana it 
might be interesting and imp:>rtant to information 
concerning her life. Give any details concerning your 
marriage you wish.) 
10. ~~ere and \vhen licensed 
11. and when Ordained 
12. Relate, if possible, your call to the ministry 
13. i;.Jhat ;Jastorates have you had in Montana. (give dates) 
14. \pfhat oostorates have you had in other Districts 
15. Give outstanding events which have taken pl~ce in your ministry 
16. Give any events which you feel are important to the Montana District 
in which you took part. 
17. Give names of eh.i.ldren and any other information you would "ltr.i..sh 
to give. 
(The inforwAtion may be supplied in composition 
series of points such as they h~ve been ~sked.) 
or listed in a 
Thanking you very much 
Your brother in Christ, 
Harry s. Garrett 
Box 73 
Jennings Lodge, Oregon 
APP-:;;ND IX F QUF.~TI HAI RE F\') H CHUHCH 
(This could be f illed out by the secretary, deacon, or any other person 
that would know the history of the church. This could also be a c. A. 
project in gathering facts concerning ' the church.) 
1. Name and location of church 
2. Year church i'tas started (If exact date is not kno"tm give 
approximate date) 
3. \N'here was church first started (store building, home, etc.) 
h. Year church Nas organized 
5. Date of first church building 
6. Additions to this building or new church building 
7. t-Jame of minister or person t hat started the v;ork 
g. Names of ~~stors from the start to present time 
9. Relate any interesting events in the history of the church 
such as outstanding revivals, healings , large number of Bap-
tisms in the Holy Spirit, or any other event that is imp:>rtant 
to the church. 
10. Give, if possible, in about tt-ro hundred t-vords a survey of the 
history of t he church including the above information. 
11. Present membership 
12~ Present Sunday School enrollment 
It may be that you cannot answer all of the questions but any 
amount will help. As the history of your church t·rill be recorded along ;-lith 
other histories of the 1•font ana District it 'Ifill be i mp:> rtant that it be as 
comnlete as possible. Your help Nill certainly be appreciated as you are 
the ohly ones that can furnish this much-needed information • 
.Name of person filling out questionaire -----------------
Thanking you very much 
Your brother in Christ, 
Harry s. Garrett 
Box 73 
Jen..nings l.Ddge, Oregon 
